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March 30, 2009

The Honorable Pete Olson

514 Cannon House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Olson:

As you prepare to submit your FY2010 appropriations requests, I urge you to include $500,000 for I-69 Texas environmental studies in your priorities.   This modest amount of funding will enable TxDOT to eliminate the delays experienced in working with the federal resource agencies that are required by federal law to participate in the approval of environmental clearances of transportation projects like I-69.  The Alliance is working on all fronts to ensure that to the greatest extent possible the Tier 1 environmental studies, which are currently pending, are approved and subsequent Tier 2 environmental studies are completed so that I-69 Texas is ready for construction during the next transportation authorization bill.

Pursuant to detailed discussions with FHWA, the Alliance would like to modify slightly the wording of the FY10 appropriations request submitted to you in February in order to achieve our goal of expediting the environmental review in the most efficient manner.  To that end, the appropriations request should state “500,000 for I-69 Texas environmental studies” and the funds should be directed to TxDOT.

Since the passage of ISTEA in 1991, I-69 has consistently been designated as a federal transportation priority and Congress has appropriated more than $60 M for project development.  As we near the completion of the study phase and prepare to shift into actual construction of this national high priority corridor, we hope the I-69 Texas congressional delegation will stand united in continued support of I-69.

The Alliance for I-69 Texas represents the public and private sector leaders from approximately thirty-four counties from Texarkana to the Lower Rio Grande Valley and Laredo.  The organization is committed to bringing I-69 to fruition so that the State of Texas and nation can realize the expected economic and safety benefits of this strategic freight corridor.  Furthermore, I-69 will provide the first interstate access to several regions of Texas.  

Sincerely,
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Judge John P. Thompson

Chairman
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